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T/^  Lo;k/o;/,   is,  Al(lert>,((),bi(ry,   October 'd\,  1825. 

/  ^^  h^'     Ko.  5. 

4NTI-SLAVERY 

MONTHLY    RE  PORT  EH. 

The  "Anti-Slavery  Monthly  Kepokter"  will  be  ready  for  delivery  on 
tlic  last  day  of  every  inontli.  Copies  will  be  forwarded,  at  the  re(|uest  of  any 
Anti-Slavery  Society,  at  the  rate  of  four  sbilliii<;s  per  hundred.  All  persons 
wishing  to  receive  a  regular  supply  are  re<|uested  to  make  application  to  the 
Secretary,  at  the  Society's  office.  No.  18,  Aldermanbury,  and  mention  the  con- 
veyance by  which  they  may  be  most  conveniently  sent. 

BERBICE — Fiscal" s  Retimis,  print ed  by  ordei'  oftlie 
House  of  Commons  J  23rd  June,  1825. 


THE  Fiscal,  Mr.  Bennet,  in  transmitting  these  returns,  observes,  thai 
until  the  year  1819,  he  had  kept  no  minutes  of  the  complaints  of  slaves  ; 
but  that  from  that  time  he  had  taken  minutes  of  his  examinations,  but 
only  in  a  few  cases  of  his  decisions.  Since  the  present  application  was 
made  for  copies  of  tiie  complaints,  he  has  been  more  particular  in  re- 
ceivin«;  them,  and  he  has  added  the  decisions.  The  acxiount  embraces 
a  period  from  February  1819  to  November  1823. 

Under  all  these  disadvantages,  the  materials  before  us  are,  never- 
theless, very  valuable.  Tiiey  admit  us  into  the  interior,  the  very  pene- 
tralia of  the  slave  system,  which  they  exhibit  in  all  its  height  and  length 
and  breadth  and  depth  of  deformity.  It  is  out  of  our  power,  however, 
to  do  more  than  select  a  few  examples  from  the  mass. 

The  first  com})laint  on  the  list,  wc  are  sorry  to  say,  is  against  a  lady, 
Mrs.  Sanders.  Nine  Negro  men,  on  the  1st  of  February,  1819,  com- 
plain of  a  great  want  both  of  food  and  dotliing.  One  man  produces 
a  bolt  and  shackles,  \\  ith  which  the  Negro  women  were  often  confined, 
ibe  ancles  and  wrists  crossways,  by  which  they  are  l>ent  double;  and 
,says  he  was  tivice  confined  in  that  *vay  himself.  He  and  three  others 
went  on  one  occasion  to  complain  of  hunger.  Mrs.  Sanders  ordered 
Ihem  to  be  tied  down  and  flogijed  with  t\\  o  drivers.  It  was  on  a  Sun- 
day :  supposes  he  had  sixty.  They  are  made  to  reap  cassava,  and  get 
firewood  every  Sunday,  till  the  greatest  part  of  the  da}  is  spent.  The 
women  and  children  have  no  allowance  ;  and  the  men  are  obliged  to 
share  their  allowance,  which  is  also  a  very  scanty  one.  with  them.  Tiiese 
charges  are  denied  by  the  lady.  They  are  in  jiart  admitted,  but  in  part 
denied,  by  her  overseer.  The  Fiscal's  judgment  is  not  gi\en.  (pp.  5  — S.) 

On  the  ISth  of  August,  1820,  the  same  lady  agisin  appears  before  the 
Fiscal.  The  following  is  a  transcript  ol  his  minute  ot  the  comj)laints 
preferred  by  \wx  slaves  :  — 

"Negro  Satn  says,  that  his  mistress  is  very  bad;  that  the  work  is 
daily  increased,  so  that  the}  are  unable  to  peiform  their  task  given 
them:  That  the  hist  holidays,  when  they  got  three  da^sto  dance  at 
home,  their  mistress  (djliged  them  to  work  so  liard  alteruards  as  to  cuni- 
plete  the  work  lost  in  the  dancing  days:  That  his  uile.  named  AdjiiK.u 
was  hteked  up  lately  in  his  mistress's  house  for  six  days,  her  allow  aiicr 
beinu  oiiI\  ©ne  plaiiitain  dail\ ,   (complainant  exiiibitim:   suimc  of  tin  ir 


|j|i.iiilciUi>  ,,    .ni>l    llial   llic   \cis   pot   III  wliiili  ^\>r  ijdI  watiT  to  ilniik      ' 
to  icrvc  lift.   \iS   lirr  lnl^tr^'«^■^  onlrr,   as  :\  nKcssdire  :     I'liat  lii.->  )  >»'i'»'«. 
master  it  \rr\  tC"'"<'.  l"*t  !''"»  iiii>tr«-ss  is  of  too  cruel  a  nature  :  that  'i^-  •♦ 
allowance   i«  \ fT y  little,   aiut   that   thf)  >jft  no  clothing  at  all  scar"-*'' 
Finally,   br^i  that  he  nia\   he  sold  risen  here,  as  he  is  not  able  to  fv -* 
It  an)   lonkjcr  there. 

■  Nr;;ro  Liitits  .««a>.s.  Mr.  H\nriiiaii  houijlit  liiin  when  st-ry  younif,  »'*-'^ 
.^oUi  hiui  to  Mr.  Sanilrrs ;  that  Iroiii  huth  ot  tluse  masters  he  n«*'  -^ 
w  ai  ill-lrratcil  ;  but  .since  the  death  ot  .Mr.  Sanders,  his  mistress  trr=i«'-»i 
llirin  with  cruel  barbarity  .sometimes;  that  e\ery  Negro  is  obligeil  -^ 
briiij{  home  tweUe  bunche.s  of  shingle.s,  although  other  Negroes  br"«l^ 
but  -^w  ueeklv.  That  their  mistress  keeps  them  the  whole  Sun<l5««f 
riiipli.srd  \sith  all  sorts  of  triHing  works:  that  they  get  uiil\  three  >•.♦*•- 
sa\a  (  ukes  a  «eek,  vutli  a  little  bit  ol  ^alt  fish:  Kiiiall)  ,  tliat  they  s^ 
lianUy  any  (lotlifs;  —  wishes  iherelore  rather  to  be  sold  than  rein'-*»«* 
\sith  such  a  cruel  mistress;  as  certainl)  all  of  the  Negroes  one  day  '*' 
other,  alter  so  mu«  h  sutVering,  will  run  aw  a)   in  the  bush. 

"Negro  Ddiid  says,  that  he  is  cow-mmderto  his  mistres:*;  f*ve>* 
lately  one  ot  the  cows  got  sick,  for  which  his  mistress  ordered  ''^ 
driver  to  tie  him  up  as  fast  as  he  could,  which  cau.sed  dislocation  at  '»•' 
tune,  anil  under  which  he  is  still  sullering,  (complainant  looking  ratl**"*^ 
sickly,  and  having  the  marks  of  his  Hogging  still  \isil)le  on  hi.s  pn«f^-- 
riors;)  that  he  there  receive*.!  IfH)  lashes  from  .Andries  b\  his  mistr-^*' 
order,  whi>  afterwards  locked  him  up  in  the  stocks  in  such  a  way  ^»*** 
both  leet  and  hanils  were  fastened  ;  that  his  mistress  says,  becaiis**  -^ 
is  cow -minder  she  gives  him  no  Sunda}s,  iieitlitr  any  allowance  w'ni*-' 
ever.      Requests  to  be  .sold." 

Mrs.  Sanders  appears  before  the  Fiscal  upon  two  other  occasion<»  ** 
answer  to  .similar  complaints.  On  the  last,  Stii  .September.  18*i,'i.  H^ 
following  is  the  Fiscal's  minute  ui  the  case  :  — 

-  Complaint  ol  the  Negro  Daviil,  belonging  to  Mrs.  .Sanders  :  —  T'>-o^ 
he  is  too  much  punished  with  the  whip  and  tamarind  rods;  that  h»»  ■* 
riiiploNe«l  to  work  in  the  kitchen,  Jjarden,  ami  also  as  cook  ;  that  \\f  *■ 
swollen;  the  soles  ot  his  feet  flogged  with  tamarind  rods  ;  that  his  in»«-- 
tress  says  he  is  lazy,  which  is  the  cause  of  his  being  fl«»gged  ;  he  v^ 
Hogged  with  the  whip  lately;  he  has  a  beating  at  his  heart,  the  cai»«^ 
>.t  his  illness;  his  posteriors  shew  that  he  has  been  lately  punished,  •♦•^ 
to  an)  excess,  but  the  nunisliment  much  neglected  ;  soles  of  his  '•-^ 
examined,  shew  no  marks  ot  punishment;  the  Negro  appears  to  b**  •* 
n  dropsy,  and  as  such  is  treated  b\  the  doctor  who  has  charge  of  '•^ 
barracks." 

The  son  of  this  lady  undertakes  to  defend  his  mother.  He  sa*^^ 
'that  the  Negro  is  a  ver)  bad  character ;"  — that 

"  little  or  no  work  is  done  by  him,  for  on  the  least  harsh  won!  ^ 
runs  uv*  ay  ;  he  is  a  constant  run-away.  M)  mother  will  not  allow  .•'•^ 
to  be  flogged,  be*  ause  he  hears  the  marks  i,j  former  puniahmeiit  t*^ 
lery  ei ulently ;  he  «lid  receive  a  slight  piinishmtnt  lor  running  awrf», 
this  puiiishiiieiit  was  intii*  ted  by  two  small  bti)s  v\  itii  tamarind  r'i#f«*- 
and  It  was  to  eruleavour  to  shame  him.  My  brother  brought  him  " 
town  live  days  ago  to  cook,   and  why  he  has  run  aw  a)   1  do  not  ki 
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he  was  flogged  by  said  boys  under  his  feet,  v)ith  tamarind  rodi, 
on  accouiit  o/his  back  BEING  CUT  IP." 

"  nth  March,  1819. 
"  Plantation  Gelderlanp  : — Nettelje,  Julia,  Lea,  and  Miefje,  each 
with  an  infant  in  arms,  complain  that  no  time  is  allowed  them  to  nurse 
their  children ;  that  durinj:^  the  crop  an  equal  quantity  of  coffee  is  ex- 
pected and  required  of  them  as  from  other  women  having  no  children, 
or  of  the  men ;  that  a  sitnilar  task  is  given  in  weeding  grass  with 
the  rest  of  the  gang,  which  they  are  not  able  to  perform,  in  consequence 
of  carrying  their  children  on  their  backs  ;  if  they  fail,  they  are  beaten  in 
the  manager's  presence  with  the  handle  of  the  whip  by  the  driver  Espe- 
rance.  Nettelje  and  also  Mietje  were  flogged  the  day  before  yesterday 
by  the  carpenter  La  Fleur;  they,  with  others,  were  weeding  the  dam; 
they  had  made  a  tire  to  drive  away  the  sand-flies;  they  were  seervby  Mr. 
Toel,  the  manager,  suckling  their  infants ;  he  inquired  if  they  had  no 
work  to  do :  they  replied,  they  had  just  taken  their  children  up,  who 
were  crying  ;  they  were  laid  down  and  flogged  ;  tlieir  coats  were  stained 
with  blood.  Mr.  Toel  took  the  tire  up,  and  threw  it  in  the  trench. 
Julia  was  locked  up  in  the  stocks  because  she  did  not  keep  with  the 
rest  of  the  gang,  and  threatened  to  be  flogged  next  morning :  she  is  a 
young  girl,  witli  her  first  child.  Lea  complains  that  she  is  not  allowed 
to  suckle  her  child  during  her  work  ;  she  was  threatened  to  be  flogged 
next  day  by  Mr.  Toel,  at  same  time  with  Julia."     (p.  13.) 

"  Jane  belonging  to  Mr.  Bourmester,  says  her  master  gave  her  to  his 
housekeejjer  Grace,  who  is  constantly  abusing  and  ill-treating  her;  she 
is  often  in  the  habit  of  kicking  her,  and  beating  her  with  any  thing  that 
comes  to  hand,  sometimes  with  the  tire-stick;  sometimes  with  a  piece  of 
wood.  Monday  morning  she  was  sent  by  Grace  to  look  for  wood  ; 
when  she  returned  she  took  a  piece  of  crab-wood  she  had  brought,  and 
beat  her  with  it,  and  kicked  her  Her  master  was  not  at  home:  she 
got  breakfast  for  her  mistress  and  a  gentleman,  Mr.  Harvey.  After 
breakfast  sent  me  for  wood;  I  had  just  recovered  from  a  fit  of  sick- 
ness, having  had  a  blister  on  my  bell\ ,  which  was  not  yet  healed  ;  I 
felt  faint,  and  was  under  the  necessity  of  sitting  down  to  recover  myself. 
When  I  came  home  with  the  wood  it  was  about  11  o'clock  ;  as  soon  hs 
I  returned  she  began  to  beat  and  kick  me,  sa\ing  she  hated  to  see  me; 
a  boy  belonging  to  Mr.  De  George,  named  Alexander,  saw  when  she 
beat  me,  and  a  girl  named  Sophia,  belonging  to  Sue  Austerhem  "  (p.  14.) 

"  Complaint  of  the  woman  Mi/ikie,  belonging  to  Thomas  C.  Jones: — 
Says,  31r.  Jones  took  her  out  of  the  barracks  on  Tuesilay  ;  after  I  got 
home  he  sent  ii.e  to  Mr.  Henery  ;  he  would  not  buy  me.  He  sent  me 
to  another  gentleman.  I  do  not  know  his  name,  but  he  lives  in  town; 
they  both  said  my  master  asked  too  much  money  for  me,  and  sent  me 
back.     1  begged  for  a  pass  to  look  for  an  owner;  he  said  no,  he  would 

put  me  down  and  cut  my ,  and  would  give  me  more  than  the  law 

gives.  1  was  then  laid  down,  and  tied  to  three  stakes,  and  Chance 
flogged  me  with  a  cart-whip;  I  got  a  severe  flogging;  I  saw  Mr.  Lay- 
field  at  his  door  with  another  gentleman,  and  Mr.  Kerschner,  the  baker, 
saw  it  from  his  window.  Mr.  Jones  bought  ine  from  Mr.  Logie,  of 
Demerara.  1  have  marks  of  severe  punishment  visible  on  me,  old  and 
recent  floggings,  all  inflicted  by  Jones. 


-  |-.\liiljil»  Urr  poslrn.n  --  >v  !.u  li  air  losrred  wiili  a  |)laisteT,  by  (inl«-r 
•  •I  llir  duit'T,  ami  iipjian  v  larnutt-d  to  tliat  ilc;;rcf.  that  ifie  court 
jiuli^r.l  It  exiK-iliciit  to  tUr»v      h,  r  not  to  uncoM-r  it."   (p.  14.) 

Mr  Jonr?  <iAu\  h«*  //<!</  *  ^->«»«i  lirr.  ami  bn»ke  lier  iiioutli  for  liir  iii- 
soffin-r  Hr  lia«l  thirty-iiii  .  :.,u\  on  her,  and  t/iei/  iifre  wtll  mjlict,  il. 
Whrn  be  snit  tor  lit-r,  b^  -  \\  no  intention  ol  tloij.,Mn^  ber  ;  but  attt-r 
>cmlinij  ber  to  tbree  persov.x  tor  .sale,  and  not  siKn-eilini;,  b.-  told  Iut, 
slie  had  often  deserved  a  t^^^^^j,,,^;  1,^.  t|,^„  ibiected  b.r  to  ht-  tln:,r_,,,|_ 
and  that  they  should  be  wed  Uid  on,  ubiih  was  done. 

"•  Felix  lielonsiini;  to  Phntat'iun  .Scotland,  states, 

~  riuiL  be  lui-s  bati  .i  Hbu  k  woman  upon  the  estate  lor  bis  wile  now  tw<» 
NearM;  ami  tlie  reiuson  ^>^  \\\\  i  oniing  to  complain  is,  that  the  mana^fr 
..f  tiie  estate  takes  hrr  liom  biin,  altboUi;h  he  ba.s  a  wife  ot  his  f)wn. 
He  is  alvva\s  taking  the  Ne;n"oes'  wives.  partitularl\  bis  wile  '  Felixs;) 
lor  sbo  has  hail  a  child  I-t  biin  ;  and  .«.ince  the  «  hild  has  been  born, 
the  inanat{er  is  alwavs  puuisbinir  him  and  his  wile  without  a  cause. 
S.Mue  lime  at;o  tm  ol  the  ^.uitj  came  to  complain  to  liieir  master  Dr. 
Ucoer.i  ttj  report  to  hnu  il>.tt  the  manager  had  connection  \sitb  tlnir 
wises:  their  master  promix,-d  tt»  them  that  be  wouUl  remove  the  ma- 
n.i^cr  Irom  the  estate,  and  pUce  another  one  there.  I'pon  this  promise 
the  Net;roes  returned  t«»  the  estate  ;  but  since  that  they  have  ne\er  heard 
nl  another  mnnai^er.  IVbv  ami  ins  wile  are  daily  punished,  which  ha.s 
cimipelleil  him  to  ctune  to  \  our  Honour  lor  redress.  He  calls  upon  the 
whole  ;;ani:  ol  the  estate  to  prove  his  assertions  to  be  correct. 

-  Onlieurint;  this  complaint .  the  Actini^  Fiscal  proceeded  to  the  estate, 
accompanied  by  Ur.  Broer.  the  owner;   and  on  (piestitmiii;;;  the  manai^er 
and  Neijroes,   in  presence  ot   each  other,   on   the   subject-matter  ol    the 
complaint,  it  appeared  that  Feliv  had  neglected  bis  work,  ami  was  told     ^ 
he  would  be  punished  il    be  ilid  not  linish  his  task  the  next  day.   wbidi 
be  did  not  do;   and  therelore  sup[)usin*;  the  manager  wouhl  punish  biiii 
be  went   t6  the   Fiscal   tt»  complain.     This  being  proved,   I-\/ix  nits 
jjuniithed  for  /lix  miscumluct,   a/td  the  munaijer  severthj   rej)ri- 
rtidJitieti  Jur   takinij    h/ift/Djjfr   libtrtias  ivif/t    the    tiDinen   on    the 
estate,  irhiih  it  irtix  eii/frnt  he  had  done  ;    and  Dr.  Broer  was  there- 
lore  strongly  reconnnemled  to  ilischarge  him  iVom  hisemplo)."  (p.  TTi.) 
That  I'elix  >houbl   be  the  person  punished  for  misconduct,   will   a|)- 
pear  very  extraordinary  to   all  who   have  not  imbibed   their  notions   «)f 
justice  in  slave  colonies  :   and  it   is  the  more  surprising  that  the  fiscal 
slH»uhl  pursue  this  course  in  the  present  instance,   as  some  time   before 
111?  ha<l  a<blre.ssed  a  letter   to   Covernor    Beard,  then   presiileiit    of  th<; 
.  ourt  of  justice    p.  \j.  I  in  w  bicb  be  charge!*  tlu'se  very  persons,  Br<itT  and 
bis  mnnutf'-r.  specilicall)  ;  tirst,  with  greatly  overworking  the  Negroen  ; 
secondly,   with   severe   llo;;^jiii^  repeated  on   successive   evenings,   ari'l 
with  ill'-gal   inMrumeiils    of  jmnisbment  ;    thirdly,   with    making   tliwrri 
\curk  on   Sunda>  ;   and  fourthly,  with  considerably  underfeeding   thern 
The  ca-V  was  .so  gross  that,   notwithstanding  an  attempt  on  the  part  "i 
tlvf  owner  and  manager  to  deny  the  charges,   the  tiscal  ordered  tliem  •'» 
diintiiiidi  (be  ta>.ks  ot  the  Negroes,   and   to   increase  their  food;   lorb^'i 
tlieir  bf  iliij  v.  orked  on  .SuikUiv  ;  threatened  the  owner  u  itb  prosecuti«>r«  , 


^„»i  «<'I<1  the  NegTo*-n,  if  their  wrongs  were  not  redressed,  thry  sliodld 
'  =•  June  20,  1810. 

Brutus,  a  watchman,  belonging  to  plantation  Providence,  com- 
plained that  "  tlte  manager  wanted  my  daughter  Peggy.  I  said,  'No  :' 
He  followed  her.  1  said,  'No.'  He  asked  her  three  time.s,  I  said, 
•  No.'  Manager  asked  me  again  Friday  night.  I  refused.  Saturday 
morning  he  flogged  me.    This  thing  hurt  me,  and  I  ciune  to  complain." 

"Peggy  being  sick,  Atpieshaha  her  sister  attende<l :— Says,  that 
manager  sent  aunty  Crace  to  call  Peggy,  and  to  say,  if  slw  would  not 
come  1  must.  We  said,  daddy  smd  must  not  go  ;  I  was  too  young.  Grnce 
left  us  and  went  to  daddy  ;  shortly  afterwards  she  returned  and  tried  to 
coax  me  to  go,  but  I  would  not,  as  my  daddy  had  forbid^  it.  Grace 
went  and  told  manager;  manager  sent  to  call  Fanu}  ;  Fanny  went. 
The  manager  was  up  in  his  room;  and  all  of  as,  the  Creoles,  got  orders 
to  be  watchmen  at  manager's  door.  I  was  watchman^  Peggy,  Frankey, 
«nd  many  more."  (p.  30.) 

The  manager  of  this  estate  on  another  occa.sion  (p.  80.)  laid  a  Negro 
on  the  ground  with  two  drivers  over  him,  who  gave  him  100  lasiu-s. 
His  innocence  being  afterwards  proved,  he  went  to  the  manager  for 
redres.<.  The  maiuiger  told  him,  "  if  you  do  not  hold^jour  tongue,  I 
will  put  you  in  the  stocks.''  He  tlien  went  to  his  own'er,  Mr.  Henery, 
wJio  answered,  "  I  cannot  help  it,  it  is  not  my  tault,  the  punishment 
you  had  was  the  manager's  fault"  As  he  could  get  no  redress  from 
master  or  manager,  he  came  to  the  fiscal.  Tiie  manager  endea- 
voured to  justify  liiinseLf,  admitting  that  he  had  given  him  thirty-nine 
lashes,  (the  nundx  r  allowed  by  law  for  any  or  for  no  olVence,)  and  con- 
fin. d  him  in  the  sttn  ks  every  night  for  a  week.  The  tiscal  reprananihd 
thf  man;i^er  for  punishing  a  Negro  on  such  slight  grounds. 

A  number  Df  Nrgroch  belonging  to  Mr.  El\\  es  con)plain  (p.  17.)  of 
tilt  harsh  treatnicnl  tlie\  received  Irom  him,  and  the  slave  Faimy.  his 
concr'yin* .  TIm\  arc  half  starved,  U)ri{t(\  to  work  till  tour  o'clock  on 
Sundays,  a;id  also  on  holulays.  The  children  get  no  allowance  of  food 
or  clothing,  (even  girls  of  eleven  and  twelve  going  naked,)  and  are 
mark*  (1  with  the  bush  rope  with  which  Fanny  flogs  them.  One  boy 
eiu'lif  «ir  ten  y«ars  ol  age,  complains  that  she  beats  him,  pulls  him  by 
4he  nose  in  a  cruel  manner,  and  pinches  his  ears  most  inhumanly.  He 
gel.s  no  regular  allou  anc*-,  but  lives  on  what  he  can  get.  His  master 
makes  him  mind  tin-  horse,  clean  his  shoes,  burn  the  coflee,  8cc.  &c. ; 
never  gi\»s  him  aiiN  clothes,  and  \\hen  sick,  alter  taking  salts,  makes 
linn  still  perlorni  his  task.  "This  (complainant  jjroves  hy  man}  old 
marks  <mi  his  hack  and  posteriors,  that  his  statement  is  not  at  all  incor- 
rect, and  that  he  has  often  been  severely  dealt  with."  (p.  17.) 

A  Sambd  girl.  IJelsey,  belonging  to  ]\Ir.  I.  F.  OhermuUer,  says,  she 
was  washing  a  Iroc  k  gixen  her  by  her  mother,  when  her  mistress  took 
it  Irom  her.  She  told  her  mistress  it  was  hard  to  take  her  frock  from 
her,  as  she  never  ga\e  her  any  clothes  herself.  Her  mistress  com- 
plained to  her  niastei'  tliat  slie  was  insolent.  Her  master  tlew  into  a  pas- 
sion, and  kicked  lier  on  the  belly,  so  that  she  could  scarcely  diaw  her 
breath.  The  next  da}  her  mistress  tore  her  jacket  oil.  She  again 
alluded  to  tli(   liaidsliij)  it  was   |o  JiaNc  liei  elotji's  taken  from  her.   hut 


none  liivpnhtt  \|.-  —  >  .tk^ain  i  ••uipl>un«*d  ol  lusoU-fu  •  « '«'  iii*'>ti  r 
flo;^cril  li^  uilli  a  r»«i«^  .iii(i  iniiilr  lirr  hrotlirr  Jacob  H.-t  ^♦■'  ^'"' 
the  Irdst  tririr,  »lir  jui»i  iit-r  siolcr  .ire  Itx  k«nl  up  in  tlif  ^!.»'<^.  -xMiir- 
tunrs  for  Uirrr  wrrk*.  ^it(i  fril  (iiiIn  witli  t«o  plaiitaiiis  -a  >••*>  "'"'■ 
.sistrr  w  a<  Iih  kfil  up  -r  u  fortiii^iht  by  her  mistrt'ss,  ssmt^  '•I""  '"«<• 
inatlr  thf  brd  improper-"  :liorrby  «  ansiii^  thr  child  to  (all.  ^I*"*"  '^'"•'"  •" 
driiiftl  it.      ip.  is.! 

Four  Nfi;riM*s  brk>aj-nic  to  Cotton-tree  Plantation,  tb*"  |vi^'|*^'')  "' 
the  Hon.  \V.  Katz,  comuilaia  ot"  not  being  alloued  time  f<H  tweawlasl  : 
that  they  ba\e  to  iji>  'j  ut  field  before  cork-crou'.  and  w<^^  '"  ''  ''" 
min  fire,  and  then  ha\e  /  rut  i^ras.s.  Tliey  are  rontiiieii  in  ''*'"  •"'"«  '^'"» 
and  not  allo«rd  to  j^  ;iiiT.  r\en  lor  the  calls  of  nature.  H"  \  com- 
plained to  Mr.  Katx.  ^•'.1  be  lloif^cd  ihein.  The  cliartres  an  >i«  nn  d  by 
the  manager  and  o\rr^«-rrr  the  persons,  m  tact,  who  are  :)»>«>^«'«''  '"'" 
on  their  lienial.  the  Kixj*.  tiniLs  the  rompluinl  unfounded.  *•»•♦'  orders 
three  of  the  complaintanc*  to  be  punisheil  with  seventy-five  lr»>ih«'.s.  aid 
one  with  titty,   in  his  ow-j   presence,   in  the  market  place.       \^    '^  ' 

TliTe  are  complaints  x^-so  rgain.-tt  Mr.  Katz.  irom  his  e>(i»l«"  "'  '  '"* 
ladelphia.    Ainstfrd<rm    ^  -Ui.j  says,  the  overseer  "  l)a\  ies  >«  'Vjrcmcly 

hard  a^jainst  liim.   l>»-atin;r  hiin  on  every  tritling  occasion. 

-(lave  him  last  Mor--.x\  twenty-five  rotls  of  a  dam,  and  i*"  I""  ^^  ^■"' 
no  tableto  complete  thi-i,  l>avies  flo^ijed  him  very  much;  aM'»  ih'iin'"^ 
he  told  him  that  he  wout«i  co  to  complain,  which  brouuht  PaM'"*  to 
.^uch  a  passion  that  he  j^st  all  the  Nejjroes  alter  him  to  «al<h  bun.  l>"t 
he  c.'*cai>ed,  and  came  to  town  to  complain.  Says  they  gel  nton^li  to 
eat,  but  no  time,  on  acox^jnt  of  Davies's  heavy  ta.sks,  to  pirpaii"  •''♦^ 
.•(ame.  Complainant,  on  <V»owin^  his  posteriors,  proves  to  1ihn<"  bud  oI 
late  a  severe  tlocjynm::''        p    46.) 

Murphy  «ame  to  tlw    Fi^al   to   complain,   instead   of  K"i"^i    '" 
Katz;   because  three  NVirri^s  had  jjone  to  complain  to  .>ii-    k'd/.   mid 
without  .sending  for  the  nunaijcr,   they  were  tlo^i^ed  and  sent  Imck.  ami 
the  next  day  one   of  them  wa5  flo;,^ged  again  by  the  niana>j;er      (|»-  ^>^  ) 

Mav.   'T    l«lf>- 
Seven  NVi^oe.s  belonging:  to  plantation  Rose  Hall,   state  a.s   lollow.-*:  — 

-  That  they  all  were  enir«i:ed  by  the  manager  to  i^in  cotton  lor  him- 
.self  on  their  Sundays,  for  which  he  promised  each  three  ^uild.n  a  <la>  ; 
when  after  workini;  thret*  Sundays,  and  receiv  inij  no  paMM'Ul,  ihey 
declined  to  continue  with  thi-t  work.  On  ilemandinjr  the  pa)in<'nt,  the 
mana^T  called  the  »lriver  to  -ive  them  ad d  >r„od  pavmciil. 

•That  they  are  obli>{e<l  to  bring  every  evening,  after  tlieir  v*ork.  an 
unconimonl)  lart^r  ^ized  bundle  of  gra.s.s  (the  measure  wherrol  the  de- 
ponent deposits  hrrewith.j  and  that  when  the  niea.sure  i.s  md  lull,  they 
are  obliged  to  search  lor  more  graiis  in  the  dark. 

"That  in  telling  his  ma.ster  the  hardness  of  the  service.  h<  "♦-**'  ''do 
8U<h  a  passion  that  he  broke  one  of  hin  (complainanfsj  tee^li  'f I'^'t  in 
coming  into  the  Ne^^ro  houses  at  ni^ht  after  their  work,  and  otiiuiring 
aftw  tlieir  things,  tiK*  manaj^rr,  when  hearin^  this,  takes  fb^'li'  up  di- 
rectly and  lodkjes  them  in  the  stocks;  adding  further,  tfiat  in  '  **«'  they 
arc  not  sati<hrd  with  him,  they  may  g(}  ami  complain  w>»*'re  they 
please."     (p.  'M) 
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Mr.  Grade,  the  uianai:;*!  ol  lEsnerauce.  is  cliargt'd  by  tin 
slaves  witli  various  tleliiuiuencics.  A  pregnant  woman,  named  Ross, 
M  as  employed  picking  colicr  with  some  other  women.  Tliinking  they 
did  not  pick  enough,  or  well,  iMr.  (irade  ordered  the  driver  Zondag  to 
flog  them.  The  driver  did  so.  Kosa  liad  previously  objected  to  work- 
ing, as  being  too  big,  and  being  unable  to  stoop;  but  the  manager  over- 
ruled the  objection,  and  she  went  to  pick  coft'ee  on  her  knees.  When 
Zondag  came  to  her,  he  said  to  th(>  nialiager,  This  woman  is  big  with 
child.  The  manager  re])lied,  "  Uwc  it  to  her  till  the  blood  Hies  out." 
She  was  flogged  with  the  whip  doubled.  This  was  on  a  Friday.  She 
was  sent  to  the  tield  on  Saturday,  but.  being  seized  with  pains  in  her 
loins,  was  sent  to  the  hospital.  The  doctor  examined  her,  and  ordered 
her  to  the  held  again.  On  Sunday  she  was  delivered  of  a  dead  child, 
after  a  severe  labour.  The  childs  arm  was  broken,  and  one  eye  wa.s 
bruised  and  sunk  in  the  heal.  Tlii.-;  woman  had  liad  seven  children 
before  b\  one  husband.  The  driver,  Zondag,  and  several  others,  con- 
firmed the  above  statement.  The  driver  being  particularly  asked,  whe- 
ther on  his  representing  that  Rosa  wa.s  pregnant,  the  manager  had  used 
the  exj)ression.  "  Never  mind,  flog  her  till  the  blood  comes,"  replied, 
"  Ves."     (pp.  25—27.) 

A  Negro  wcnnan,  named  LaiuM,  belonging  to  plaidation  Reliance, 
with  a  very  }<>inig  child  at  the  breast,  coniplains  that  she  is  not  al- 
lowed to  take  her  child  to  the  tield  to  give  it  the  breast  now  and  then, 
but  is  obliged  to  leave  it  with  an  old  woman  at  home.  When  she 
.steals  Irom  her  work  to  the  child,  and  is  discovered,  the  manager  flogs 
her  Shr  bniughl  this  chihl  into  the  world  with  great  pain  ;  it  is  of  a 
wraklv  ( Miistitution,  and  recpiire^  a  mother's  care,  which  she  is  not 
alliiurd  to  In  stow  The  maiiagf  r  does  not  deii}  any  of  the  above  facts, 
<uil\  sa)  s.  that  f/te  tio/nc/i  irif//  lyoi/z/f/  children  are  not  required 
fi,  I  lint*  otit  til/  hnlf-pnst  six  in  the  inoriiinrj,  and  they  quit  the 
field  nt  halt -past  h-n.  return  tn  the  field  at  half-past  o)ie,  and 
hm  r  it  til  lialf-pd.sl  five. 

Tli<  .iiiijti.iiiifs  are  iimn-  frrfpieiit  iVoiii  Saiidvoot,  formerly  one  ol 
\\v  rriiwn  rstatis.  than  from  any  otlier  plantation.  "  Carol/is  SA)s.  he 
is  >ick  and  swelling,  and  that  he  cannot  work,  though  willing.  W  hen 
h«-  I  ouiplaiiis  ol  sickness,  tin  mariagir  licks  him,  instead  of  helping 
him.  N  enicrdav  he  was  twi(r  Ik  ked."  (p.  33.) — "■  A)n.sterdani  say.s, 
he  is  atlln  lid  with  pains  in  his  bones;  he  does  his  best,  but  cannot 
work  as  others  who  are  healthy.  Mr.  Cameron  licks  him  with  a 
hor.se-w  liip,  cur.s«s  him,  and  when  he  goes  to  the  hospital  drives  iiiin 
awa\.'  (p.  .31  )  —  vV/V/yV  I'and  li»  r  rluld  Mars.)  ''She  says  she  is 
willing  to  work  when  h<alt|i\.  Slic  went  yesterday  sick  to  the  hos- 
pital Instead  <il  getting  |)ii\sir.  she  received  a  flogging.  She  is  still 
sick,  and  has  «:oiin  to  c  iniphuii."  (p.  3r>.; — /y<7;;//>^;7  had  a  bad  ilisease, 
and  tin-  nian€ig<'r  would  ;^i\(  Iumi  notliinu.  He  ran  away.  His  master, 
Mr.  Cauieron,  stales  him  to  bt-  a  bad  subject.  He  is  admitted  to 
labour  under  disease,  but  i<  directed  by  the  fiscal  to  be  punished, 
(p.  5.J.     See  also  pp.  r>7,  HO.  0.'>.  75,  7G,  77.) 

The  complaints  are  also  frecjuent  from  plantation  Beerensteen, where 
some  of  the  Crown  Negroes  or*  placed,  against  the  driver  Zealand,  but 
chiefly  against  the  managrr.  Mr.  Dt  u>seii.    (pp.  21,  2r».  31,  3(),  1(1.43.) 
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Sonmel  roiujiLuu-  tt;.iii»at  Ills  iiiastri  Span^jt  iiJiiii  ^.  i|,ni  i|,p  %V. 
crut  ■*  (Umcetl  iluruw  '^^  Cliri>lma.s  liuli.l.is  •.  iroiu  Sui»»U\  i-vmhihj  <>'* 
I'lirMla)   iiikjiit.      H»   M-M  ml>  thus  :  — 

-  On  W  fUnf "♦(^av  '*''•  *ri»t  t<»  work,  but  .in  •«<»iii«'  oI  jK*-  itcdplf  Uf-rr 
still  iiicbrirttril,  s«>  :!»»  ir-^e  tuik  i^'i^j-ii  tlitiii  was  imt  llm^l^|^l -.  tlif  nrxi 
lUy  tlicir  lu.sk  w  a>  -i  "■  ^«^*i.  ^^>'l'  l'"^  aiiililion  ul  the  i  riiuuntlcr  ol  ili»- 
prccediiig  ilay  ;  tliat  i"  »«-tiiij;  as  ilriver.  toUl  ins  iiiastt-r  il  was  nii|)<tssi- 
blf  to  liiiisli  the  sain«  i**  SainntI)  hiinsell  briiii;  accustoiuetl  tothe  liehl 
Work,  coiiht  not  ar.  >"piish  it,  imuh  less  the  women;  but  his  master. 
>\  ho  knows  vers  \\V\t  '»  Negro  work  ami  treatment.  »ns»>lrii  on  th« 
perlormance  of  the  tx^i  .^iven  ;  t  onsecjU'iitl)  the  task  w  4«s  not  hnislMMt. 
and  principalis  the  v  .iieti  were  short  in  this;  the  next  .lav  they  i\\\\i\- 
»ell"  as  u  driver  iiuhitK"-^  were  all  flogijeil  ;  the  number  m|  people  work- 
intr  ia  the  tiehl  conM^rs  >I  lour  in«-n  ami  three  w  omen,  an«l  thev  are  .so 
ovenjTou;^ht  bj  the.r  »rjel  master  that  thev  are  scareely  able  to  keep 
it  out.  >shich  is  tlje  i'*».^  o(  their  eomint;  to  complain,  his  ma.ster  sa}- 
JMi;  that  he  luis  no  lexr  vt  fiscal  or  anj  one  else,  but  that  he  will  Ho;; 
tjjcm  \s  hen  he  fiiuU  it  luoper.  The  Negroes  at  present  in  town  witli 
their  master,  it  lalh^t  >voulil  attest  this.  They  ^el  nothinix  but  a 
small  piece  of  pork.  *  Utile  tisli,  two  pipes,  ami  souie  tobaico  :  nuthinij 
rise  ;  no  clothes  or  »»x  ihini;  more;  they  t;et  also  a  week  only  a  small 
bunch  of  plantains,  .uhi  are  «^enerally  very  imliflerentlv  tr.atetl  by  their 
uiaster.  Wishes  a.s  !iis  master  is  a  person  who  is  always  tioijirinjr 
them,  and  who  knows  n.>thing  of  the  work,  that  he,  with  his  wife  and 
brother,  mi"-ht  be  sold,  bein^  assured  that  they  would  be  able  to  please 
a  reasonable  master,  who  understands  the  workinij  aud  treatment  of 
slaves."     p.  37.) 

Quamino  compUnns  of  his  master,  F.  Brittlebank's  ^reiu-ral  ill 
treatment. 

"  Says  that  some  (nue  ai{o  many  ot  them  came  to  the  lerrv  with  the 
intention  of  :;oing  to  town  to  ct»mplain,  but  were  prevented  by  the  fer- 
rvnicu  I'roin  crossing  the  (.'anje  Creek;  tluit  the  fiscal  then  came  to  the 
lerry  and  ordered  three  of  them  to  be  tlogped.  amongst  which  the  con)- 
plamant  waa  one  ;  that  aftf^r  flogging,  the  fiscal  desired  his  master  to 
dress  hi:*  wounds  well ;  but  that,  on  the  contrary,  his  master  ilid  no- 
thin^  to  them  when  he  <  aine  home,  but  rubl)ed  his  back  with  brine 
und'salt;  that  in  conse.pieiice  he  liiu;  suffered  very  much  by  this  neg- 
lect." (p.  37.) 

Scipiu  complains  ag.uast  tlie  same  maatcr,  Hrilthbaiik,  of  being 
overwrought  and  sever«ly  treated. 

"Cainesonie  time  Mgo  to  comi)laiti.  but  w a.H  taken  up  at  Jeffery'B 
•  state  and  confined  tii«-re  in  the  itocks  for  fourteen  days:  when  h»-  went 
home  he  got  very  severely  flogged;  lie  was  taken  to  the  water  side  and 
there  flogged  for  fear  ol  'he  whip  being  hr-ard  ;  his  privatepnrts.  which 
he  rxhibits,  are  so  se\»-r'-ly  wounded  by  the  whip  he  can  .scarcely  sit  or 
ktand.      The  Negro  ap|»^ir«  much  emaciated."   fp.  57.) 

Martu,  complains  ag.iJnst  Mr.  Davies,  manager  of  Sandvoort- 
-  That  on  .Saturda>   h'    v^  ^'"^  *^»'"^t  unabh-,   through  pain  in  his  M-.k, 
uj  Mnish  hi-  work,  but  ,»*:verthele.s.i  completed  it;   that  last  Mon-l-y  ^ 
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ueiit  in  the  morning  .early  to  complain  to  Mr.  Davie*  to  ^ive  liini  pliy- 
sic ;  that  Mr.  D.  instead  of  assisting  liiin^  ordered  Billy  ot  Sandvoorl 
the  driver,  with  four  other  Negroes,  to  lay  him  down  ;  that  although  he 
told  Mr.  D.  he  was  never  unwilling  to  work  when  well,  he  was,  not- 
withstanding, flogged."  (p.  39.) 

Philip  and  Ijeamler  complain  of  Mr.  Luyken,  the  manager  of  Ber- 
tingdigheid,  killing  all  their  hogs.  Jjcander  had  ten  killed  at  one  time. 
For  complaining  they  were  j)ut  in  the  stocks,  (p.  45.) 

Jenny  complains  of  her  mistress,  Elizabeth  Atkinson,  that  she  heats 
her  unmercifitlly,  kicked  and  trampled  on  her  belly,  locked  her  in 
the  stocks,  a)id  beat  h<-r  on  the  back,  hi  half  an  hour  she  miscar- 
ried. Herchild  Philip  is  extremely  ill  treated,  and  is  never  allowed  to  come 
near  her.  The  child  is  e.vhibited :  tnarks  of  severe  flogging  over 
the  whole  body.  Says  she  receives  a  good  allowance."  (pp.  45,  46.) 

Three  Negroes  come  to  complain  of  Mr.  Calmer,  of  plantation  Niew 
Stoop.     One  of  them  says, 

"  That  it  is  now  the  third  time  he  has  come  to  complain :  that  twice 
lie  has  been  flogged  by  the  fiscal  at  the  market  ;  that  he  told  the  fiscal 
the  last  time  he  went,  that  in  case  his  master  troubled  him  again  he 
would  then  come  to  complain  also  ;  that  Mr.  Calmer,  the  last  time  he 
brought  him  home,  flogged  and  kept  him  in  the  stocks  during  three 
weeks  ;  after  which,  on  applying  to  his  master  for  relief",  instead  of 
gaining  it,  was  severely  flogged  the  next  morning,  and  locked  uj)  in  the 
stocks  again ;  after  having  been  there  a  long  time,  he  was  severely 
attacked  by  the  scurvy,  and  although  he  begged  hard  to  be  allowed  to 
go  out  and  wash  himself,  was  refused  :  he  grew  so  ill,  that  his  master 
was  afraid  of  losing  him,  and  therefore  released  him  ;  he  recovered, 
although  very  visible  marks  remain  on  his  back:  whilst  in  the  stocks, 
his  njaster  gave  him  nothing  to  eat ;  whatever  he  got  w  as  by  favour  of 
the  Negroes ;  he  was  not  allowed  to  go  out  and  ease  liin)self",  but  lived 
in  such  a  manner  that  it  was  imi)ossible  for  any  ])erson  to  come  near 
him  ;  his  master  bought  a  chain  and  block  at  plantation  Zudwyk  merely 
for  him.*'     (pp.  46,  47.) 

General  Murray,  the  late  governor  of  Bemerara,  well  known  by  the 
share  he  had  in  the  prosecution  of  Smith,  the  Missionary,  has  two  es- 
tates in  Berbice,  Resolution  and  Busses  Lust.  On  the  23d  October, 
1821,  the  manager  of  the  former  estate,  Hopkins,  was  reproved  by  the 
fiscal  for  having  given  three  successive  floggings  to  a  Negro  named 
Mark,  who  states, — 

"  He  has  been  flogged  severely  by  the  manager,  on  account  of  coni- 
plaining  he  was  sick,  three  different  times  ;  once  12,  another  time  39, 
and  again  25  lashes  have  been  inflicted  ;  shows  marks  of  severe  flog- 
ging, and  much  neglected."     (p.  49.) 

On  the  29th  of  November  there  is  another  complaint  from  the  same 
♦'State.  3Iichael  says  he  is  a  Negro,  and  knows  well  he  nmst  work;  but 
that  they  work  from  morning  till  late  in  the  evening  picking  coffre, 
'•  and  when  he  comes  home,  between  six  and  seven  in  the  evening, 
inst»'ad  of  going  home  to  get  some  victuals,  he  is  orderfd  to  work  till, 
>«elve  at  night,  bringing  mud   from  one  place  to  another.     Also   on 
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Siind.iNH  \\m\  .ire  itriUrrd  to  w.uk..  aiitl  il  lli<  \  slioiJd  rrlusf  tiny  wuuitl 
|jr  tlitm;ril.      l*ftilij>  inakti  ;i  >iiiiil.»r  i  ()iii|tlajiit. —  'I'/iouins 

"  Sh>!*  he  IS  atj  «»lil  man.  .uhI  lln-  \uirk  tliiit  tlif  maiia;^»r  ^i\.  ^  luin 
to  «lo  i*  iinp»>.H.siblt'  lor  Imii  to  «  oiu|»lftr.  Irnni  tlie  wrakiifss  ol  In^  lio.lv 
aiiti  stale;  tor  «liiih  li«*  is  always  piiiii>lie«l.  and  kept  coiitimiallv  m  iln 
Ntoiks."       p.  'A).j 

Tlir  rrMilt  ot  the  »omplaiiits  inadf  to  thr  fiscal  is  sfldoin  :ci\  "".  In 
iliis  in>taiuc  it  i*  Riveii  in  \ ery  hicoriii-  terms,  afid  will  dtniblle^s  sur 
prise  our  rtaders:  •*  Ttio  Uireclrtl  tit  rt-rtive  s\r.\V.\T  \  -  \  W  V.  Inshf.s/" 
Aliain.  on  tli.-  17tli  Ni.\eml>er.  I^"J.S.  at  tlie  \ri-y  lime  wImii  Snntli  > 
trial  was  jiro*  »t  liiiii:.  we  lia\e  a  <  (mipl.unt  Iroi-i  ten  irniitfn  bclnn- ^l^ 
to  tlir  saiiir  plantation. 

•*  Tiie  ^iiNt-riior.  our  master,  when  h*-  piireliaseil  ns,  i;a\e  iis  a  task, 
one  huiidretl  trees  to  he  weeded  and  *leaiis»-d  ;  with  this  w t-  were  satis- 
lie<l :  the  inaiia;;er,  howe\er.  says  this  is  no  work,  we  >liall  not  lia\< 
task-work;  he  tjives  each  Neijro,  a  row  of  three  trees;  li  we  do  not 
tinish  the  work  ^iveu  lis.  we  are  made  to  do  it  on  Snmlay  :  Zieiiitiie. 
.Maria,  and  others  w  roii;iht  in  the  field  on  Sunday;  the  manager  had 
the  dri\er  loekeil  up  in  the  stocks."   (p.  (id.) 

-  \\f  are  content  and  happ\  when  tjur  master  comes,  \vho  talks  anil 
lanL:lis  with  us  ;  but  as  soon  as  he  ^oes  oil"  the  estate  we  are  unhappy.'' 
•*  We  ha\e  no  time  to  eat.  none  to  I'ook  ;  we  have  no  ele\en  o'clock  ; 
we  are  not  \vroutjlit  by  task.  Our  master  '^iwe  us  spoons;  the  mana- 
ger is  dissatiiHed  with  this;  he  says,  the  governor  is  too  good,  he  minds 
us  as  it*  we  were  children;  he  says  he  cannot  tlog  us.  because  that  can 
be  seen,  but  he  will  punish  us  with  work.  If  any  ot"  the  women  be 
pregnant,  no  attention  is  paiil  to  them  ;  tht-y  are  wr(»n;;ht  as  hard  as 
the  others;  for  that  reason  there  are  no  chiUlren  ;  manager  sa)  s  /le 
does  not  vume  to  mind  children.  The  rows  given  us  li;Ae  each 
>i\ty  trees;  the  bell  is  rung,  but  we  cannot  leave  the  lield.  because  if 
the  work  given  us  be  not  tiiiislud,  we  are  punished;  the  i)unishmciit  is. 
\ve  are  to  linish  our  work  on  Sunday.  We  all  have  wrought  (»n  Sun- 
day; not  one  Sunday,  but  ever}  one  that  any  held  work  is  hit 
undone."  (p.  66.) 

On  the  4th  of  September.  IS:i3.  a  number  ot  \\(inicn.  belonging  to 
])lantation  Frcjspect.  came  to  cmuplaiii  ot  bad  treatment.  'I'he  mana- 
ger, Paterson,  overworks  them  and  gives  them  no  time  to  eat.  "  Wv 
are  now  planting  and  suppl}  ing  cam  s.  The  ;;i"ounil  is  so  dry  wi  are 
obliged  to  throw  water  oii  the  beds  belore  v\e  can  chop  the  lailh." 
The  work  they  had  done  the  day  belore  was  rep<trted  to  the  manager  at 
noon  by  the  driver.  The  manager  was  unable  to  go  himself  from  in- 
disposition ;  but  he  orde-reil  the  driver,  vvheii  they  returned  to  the  lield 
at  one  o'clock,  to  go  out  and  llog  each  of  the  strong  women.  The 
women  expo^tulateil  with  him.  .shewing  him  the  extreme  hardness  ot 
the  ground,  which  they  had  to  moisten  before  tlie\  could  digit;  ob- 
.H^^rving,  that  if  the  cane  plant  were  not  well  put  in.  the  manager  would 
af^ain  order  them  to  be  punished  for  that.  The  overseer,  <  ommg  up 
at  the  time,  repeated  ll;e  manager's  order,  and  six  of  them  were  laid 
down,  and  pnnisli(tl  vsith  twelve  lashes  each.  They  pnu  eed  :  •*  \>  e 
are  too  mni  h  |Minis|ied  ;    we    have  no  time  to  ^ef  our  victuals  ;    we  have 
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f\rry  night  got  work,  wlielher  the  null  is  going  or  nof.  Sunday  nighl 
p\(ii  is  tiot  excepted,  uhcn  we  must  bring  tirewood  from  the  cnnal 
mouth.  Tuesday  nigld  we  had  to  carry  corn  from  the  great  house  to 
the  horse  stable-loft.  We  were  employed  at  this  work  till  near  morning. 
We  carry  home  wood  on  Sunday  night  as  well  as  any  other,  and  the 
boatmen  are  employed  in  bringing  wo|)d  on  Sunday  as  on  any  other 
day.  If  any  of  us  go  out  on  Sunday  we  must  be  back  in  time  to  bring 
home  gra-ss  and  tirewood  for  the  kitchen.  After  that  we  must  still  go 
to  the  canal  for  tirewood  for  the  engine. 

"Mr.  Ross  sends  two  bunches  of  plaintains  for  each  Negro  every, 
■week  :  one  week  the  men  get  two  bunches,  and  the  women  one ;  next 
week  we  get  two.  and  the  men  dne  ;  the  rest  are  kept  for  sheep  and 
hogs.  Mr.  Ross  sends  tobacco ;  we  get  none  of  that ;  we  get  no  mo- 
lasses, although  it  is  given  to  the  horses,  sheep,  and  hogs.  If  you 
are  sick,  or  have  a  sore,  and  put  in  the  sick-house,  only  one  bunch  of 
plantains  is  allowed,  and  the  allowance  of  fish  is  stop])ed.  Mr.  Ross 
sends  every  thing  to  the  estate  very  well,  but  we  do  not  get  it.  The 
overseer's  treatment  is  worse  than  the  manager's;  since  Cacijee  is  come 
home,  she  is  confined  both  legs  in  the  stocks  every  night.  Only  four 
of  us  are  allowed  to  take  the  magass  from  the  engine;  in  M'Cermot's 
time  there  were  five  of  us  to  do  this  work.  Our  rum  has  been  stopped 
for  the  week.  Last  night  we  received  orders  from  the  driver  that  we 
were  not  to  come  home  to-day  unless  we  finished  our  work ;  we  must 
boil  plantains  then  for  to-day ;  the  ground  is  so  hard  we  knew  we  could 
not  do  it,  and  therefore  we  came  to  complain."  (p.  60.) 

It  appeared  on  farther  inquiry,  that  tiiey  were  well  supplied  with 
either  plantains,  or  rice,  or  corn ;  but  no  other  part  of  the  charges 
meets  with  a  denial.  The  conclusion  of  the  whole  is  thus  given,  and  it 
will  illustrate  the  nature  of  the  protection  which  Negroes  receive  under 
harsh  usage.     Mr.  Ross,  the  attorney,  who  was  present, 

"  Expressed  to  t  he  manager  his  entire  dissatisfaction  of  the  women 
having  been  flogged  prematurely,  and  at  the  Negroes  being  employed 
on  Sunday  night ;  and  promised  the  Negroes  they  should  have  redress 
in  as  far  as  their  complaints  were  grounded,  but  expressed  his  disap- 
probation of  their  not  having  sought  redress  from  him  as  the  attorney 
of  the  estate,  instead  of  seeking  it  from  the  fiscal ;  and  this  conduct 
having  been  also  pointed  out  by  the  fiscal,  as  a  want  of  proper  respect 
to  their  master,  who  from  their  own  account  plentifully  supplied  their 
wants,  they  seemed  to  regret  the  measure  they  had  adopted."  (p.  69.) 

Whether  this  be  the  same  Mr.  Ross  who  is  proprietor  of  Calcaim 
plantation,  we  know  not;  but  the  Negroes  of  that  plantation  also  make 
JMtter  complaints  against  their  manager. 

''  \\'hen  the  sun  is  down,  if  our  row  is  not  finished  we  get  flogged. 
I  received  thirty  lashes,  so  did  Joe.  We  are  taken  to  the  stocks  at 
ni-lit,  and  flogged  next  morning.  We  told  the  manager  the  work  was 
*""  nujch,  that  we  had  no  time  to  get  our  victuals,  and  begged  him  to 
^•«-'ri  the  task  ;  this  was  the  reason  we  were  flogged.  There  are  plenty 
*^i  pl-'int;iins  on  the  estate;  the  manager,  however,  on)}  gives  us  one 
bunch,  and  that  is   on   the    Sunday  morning.     We  are  very  well  sup- 
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plifil  wilb  fi^li.  \\«iUf  i>hlii;«'il  to  boil  <uir  plaiilajii^  at  iiinlit.  no,] 
put  tliriM  III  A  c.iUtlja>li  to  take  to  the  fielil  next  morniiii;  ;  wr  ;,r-- 
oljlikjeil  to  eat  tliein  l>)  >tealtli,  we  are  driven  so  hard  ;  aii*t  hef.ir*-  w,- 
I  an  eat  them  they  turn  sour.  \\  lien  we  come  Iroin  the  field,  after  thi^ 
heavy  day's  work,  we  must  work  in  the  yard:  the  punt  brin;;s  wood  |.> 
ihe  canal,  and  we  must  carry  it  up  to  the  cnj;iiie  ;  other  times  we  mu^i 
haul  up  bullet-tree  to  the  sawpit.  When  we  are  ;;rindini;  we  know 
Nery  well  we  must  sit  up  late;  and  ot  this  we  do  not  complain,  kriow- 
in^;  it  mu>t  be  d(me.  We  lia\e  c(Miii)lained  to  our  master,  and  he  ^a\  s 
that  the  maiiai^er,  he  supposes,  troubles  us  because  we  don't  iiiiml  uur 
work;   we  hail  no  reilress  from  him."    (p.  57.) 

These  heavy  complaints  are  relerred  by  the  fiscal,  on  account  of  th.- 
distance  »ilthe  plantation,  to  Capt.  CI  rant,  a  burt;her  otlicer.  His  I. Iter 
of  instructions  on  the  occasion  w  ill  throw  no  small  litijht  mi  the  prin- 
ciples on  which  justice  is  administered  to  c<)mplainiug  -slaves.  After 
statini;  the  heads  of  complaint,   he  observes — 

-  It  must  be  needless  tor  me  to  retpiest  the  most  impartial  investi- 
j^ation;  m\*\  ulthumjh  I  din  pfrfevtly  satisfied  that  Mr.  Hnss  ivonld 
nut  permit  his  sUivcs  to  ba  opprtsfd  by  the  manuyer,  yet  some  of 
the  charyes  of  cuinplaiiits  t/uty  ret^uire  redress  ;  and  in  such  case  I 
certainly  shall  recommend  .Mr.  Koss  to  atlord  instant  relief".  1  am  also 
iiell  anare  and Jully  co/itideiit  that  such  recommendation  nould 
be  needless  if  the  complainants  had  not  lost  sight  of  a  duty  incumbent 
on  them,  to  have  sought  redress  in  the  first  instance  from  Mr.  Ross, 
their  proprietor,  w  hicli  they  hail  ample  opportunities  of  doing  by  his  fre- 
(juent  visits  to  the  estate.* 

-  If",  however,  you  fiiul  that  the  complaints  are  groundless,  I  re(piest 
you  will,  by  every  means,  endeavour  to  convince  them  ot  the  same,  to 
point  out,  how  very  unsatisfactory,  unpleasant  and  expensive  such  com- 
plaints must  be  to  a  proprietor  of  respectability  and  a  good  owner  of 
slaves;  and  that  although  the  com|)laints  of  slaves  .sliall  always  com- 
mand my  ready  and  serious  altiiition,  and  that  whenever  they  are 
aggrieved  I  will  exert  myself  to  allnrd  them  relief,  yet  that  the  duty  is 
no  less  imperious  on  me  to  punish  such  slaves,  whose  only  motives  in 
tpiitting  their  estates  to  prefer  complaints  proceed  from  idle  and  wanton 
dispositions,  whose  statements  prove  to  be  groundless  and  vexatious. 

•*  /  iruiild  recommend  you  to  direct  the  said  Xeyroes  to  be  exetn- 
plarily  punished  ill  presffice  oj  the  ijany  ;  and  one  of  them  haviny 
asserted  that  iras  the  one  that  induced  them  to  come  to 

toirn  to  complain,  he  ouyht  to  receive  fifty  lashes,  and  the  others 
thirty-nine  each,  veil  applied,  and  cautioned  to  refrain  from 
further  iranton  behaviour,  on  pain  uf  more  severe  punishment. 

-  I  also  recommend  you  to  retpiest  Mr.  Austin\  the  manayemfW, 
to  accompany  y<ui,  and  allord  y  ou  his  aid  and  opinion  iii  ascertaining 
tin-  work  done  on  the  estate,  and  <niiiplained  of."  (p.  58.) 


•  ITm:  Si-uToc*  dUtinctI)  -»>  iliey  liaii  complained  to  .Mr.  Ro»»,  and  were  refused 
redr«-*«. 

t  ot  llii^  Vfr.  \ii^iiii,  vtli>>  i<  (liiif  Tii.t<lr  ('a|itaiti  r!iaiit'>  .i<v>>«vir,  and  in  v\|ioin  tlie 
li»cal  rcpoM-1  ^o  iiiui-|i  innlidi  mi<-,   ««.-  Iiax-  itveral  notices  in  lUv^c  iii^iicit. 
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The  plantation  Profit,  in  Dr.  Pincartl's  time,  was  a  model  of  li\mi;i- 
nity  towards  the  slaves.  Times  are  now  chan^ijed.  The  lonnei  pits- 
sessor  no  longer  lives,  and  the  slaves  are  intiie  hands  ot  sequestrators. 
The  following  is  a  specimen  of  their  grievances  : 

"  Hutchinson,  the  manager,  is  too  cross :  that  he  will  not  give  task- 
work, but  works  them  by  the  day  to  that  degree  that  they  have  no  time 
to  get  their  breakfast ;  he  comes  <ifter  11  o'clock  in  the  lield,  and  says 
we  do  not  work  enough ;  the  driver  nujst  give  us  twenty-five  lashe."* 
every  day.  If  we  are  flogged,  we  go  to  the  burgher  oflicerto  complain  ; 
he  gives  us  a  letter  to  the  manager;  but  he  says,  1  want  no  letter,  and 
the  complainant  is  laid  down  and  Hogged  :  two  of  the  Negroes  liave 
letters  they  received  from  the  burgh  otticer,  which  were  given  them  by 
the  manager  after  being  flogged.  We  have  no  attorney,  or  at  least  we 
hear  of  none,  and  we  have  not  seen  one  for  five  months;  there  is  no 
fish  nor  salt  on  the  estate;  we  have  not  had  clothes,  this  makes  the 
third  year,  nor  have  we  pipes  or  tobacco;  we  make  plenty  of  rum,  but 
never  get  a  glass  of  it;  if  we  feel  our  skin  hurt  us,  and  complain  of 
sickness,  we  are  flogged;  he  then  mixes  salts,  jalap,  and  calomel  toge- 
ther, which  is  given  to  drink.  Rose  went  to  say  she  was  sick  ;  she 
was  flogged  with  the  whip,  and  Is  yet  cut.  The  manager  says  we  are 
making  bargain  ;  we  do  not  know  what  he  means  ;  he  makes  us  think 

— iiob  says,  "That  almost  three  weeks  apo,  the  manager  Austin  met  him  in  the 
niornino;  whilst  going  to  tlie  field,  and  without  giving  him  the  least  provocation 
called  the  driver  King  to  lick  him,  which  had  heen  of  such  a  nature,  that  he 
had  been  obliged  to  lay  down  some  days,  and  on  recovery  thought  proper  to  re- 
port this  proceeding  to  his  Honour  the  fiscal.  Complainant's  back  has  yet  the  visible 
marks  of  this  treatment."     (p.  31.) 

Trim  says,  "That  he  knows  very  well  that  a  Negro  is  to  work,  he  docs  his 
duty,  but  cannot  please  the  manager,  iMr.  Austin;  that  the  driver  is  continually 
finding  fault  with  and  licking  him  too  much;  tliat  when  complaining  about  this 
to  the  manager  he  gets  for  answer,  '  It  is  your  master's  work  ;'  says,  that  when  Negroes 
are  sick  and  go  to  the  manager,  instead  of  giving  them  physic,  he  drives  them  away 
with  a  horse-whip."  (p.  41.) 

iiose  says,  "  She  lost  her  husband  and  child  lately;  that  the  manager  treats  her 
very  ill ;  that  the  child  whereof  she  was  delivered  died  on  the  third  day ;  that 
the"  manager  made  her  go  to  work  too  soon  after  her  delivery ;  that  he  locked 
her  up  at  night  in  the  stocks,  and  made  her  work  in  the  day  ;  that  she  told  Mr. 
Kewley,  her  master,  repeatedly  of  the  several  ill  treatments  which  she  received 
from  Mr.  Austin;  but  as  Mr.  Kewly  gives  her  no  assistance,  she  is  obliged  to  come  and 
complain."     (p.  41.) 

Again,  Aug.  10,  1823,  "Complaint  of  the  Negro  Hmry,  belonging  to  J.  P. 
Chapman,    of    Demerara,      hired     to    Mr.    Kewly,     proprietor     of     40,      Corantyn 


If  a  Negro  -says  he  is  sick,  two  Negroes  drive  him  to  the  field  at  tivc  o  clock  ; 
at  night  we  are  locked  up:  all  the  Negroes  treated  so.  Some  of  tlie  >egro.s. 
I- .       .      .  t     -  ".  Qne    of    Mi.  Chapman  -. 


Mr.   kewley;  which  however,  only  goes  to  rebut  a   part,   and   an   inlenor    pan.  o. 
charges. 


iip4in  w!iat  ms  ilon't  want.  Sandy  slio\v<  ^omc  strifH?>i  upon  liis  poslr- 
rii»r<>  ;  lie  rrcriv nl  tluiii  in  llu-  luld  Innn  tl»r  (lri\rr  l)\  ordrr  ol  the 
•ivrr-jrer;  he  .■i*i)  s  it  is  loi-  work.  ;is  >ve  make  a  biirj^uin  not  to  work. 
Ha\inji;  made  nur  coinpluiiit  to  the  burgher  otheer,  who  ne\er  «  anie  to 
the  estate,  but  i^ave  lis  letlefs  whiili  were  not  attended  to.  and  not 
knuwjim  that  we  have  any  attorney  or  proprietor,  ue  came  to  the  h'i.seal 
to  complain.  We  do  not  \*ish  to  run  away  in  tin;  bush,  but  we  look 
tor  help.  The  maJiUi^er  came  in  the  held  the  other  day  alter  dinner; 
iL*  soon  a:J  he  caiue  into  the  held,  lie  laid  the  driver  down  and  Moj^^^ed 
him  ;  neit  Sandy,  and  then  me  :  1  a.sked  what  1  liaii  done  ;  but 
tour  NeijToe.s  were  uiatie  to  hold  me,  and  1  wa.s  tloi^^e^l.  I  went  to  Mr. 
-Munro  to  compliiin  ;  he  told  me  the  niana;^er  couKl  not  ha\e  lloi^^e«i 
me  lor  nothini;  ;  I  .siippo.se  \  oii  t^a\e  him  sauce.  He  went  iir\t  morn- 
ing to  the  manai^er,  w  lio  .said  1  had  been  saucy.  1  w  u.s  lucked  up  in 
the  stocks  daj  ami  niijht ;  I  think  I  was  contined  two  week.s;  manager 
said  I  .should  stop  there  till  Christmas,  because  I  went  to  complain  t«> 
.Munro;  I  iuskeil  leave  to  t;o  out  to  ease  m\seH.  and  maile  my  ei<ape  ; 
stocks  are  now  lull  ot  people.  Hannah  has  a  severe  cold,  and  com- 
plains ot  puiii  ill  the  stomach;  she  says  she  is  lockeil  up  in  tlie  >tocks: 
the  iiiana;;er  sa)  s  it  she  dies,  he  iloes  not  lose  /us  money  ;  the  Nri^roes 
\*rnt  to  complain  to  the  fiscal,  and  he  came  on  the  estate,  and  what  did 
lie  do?  Rose  said  she  had  a  pain  in  her  .^iile,  and  be^^eii  lor  a  blister  ; 
ilic  nianaj^er  said  he  would  ui\e  her  a  blister  on  her  backside;  she  was 
laid  down  and  lio:;j;ed,   the  marks  stilJ  Msible."      (p.  64.) 

The  Negroes  of  Plantation  Foiili.s  complain  ot"  Dr.  Munro,  theii- 
owner,  that  they  are  made  to  work  in  the  boiling  house  liom  eleven  or 
tweUe  o'clock  at  nii^lit,  till  eii^lit  or  nine  the  next  e\eniiii;.  They  com- 
plain also  ol  want  ol  lood.  The  hscal  proceeded  to  the  estate,  where 
he  sa)  s  he  ascertained  that  the  complaints  were  ///  a  ijreut  mensure 
;.;roundless,  but  that  some  irrei^ularities  were  chartijeable  on  the  over- 
seers, who  were  admonished,  anil  threatened  with  dismissal  il  the)  weie 
not  more  attentive  in  future. 

-Two  ot  the  complainants,  who,  it  was  proved,  were  ;;uilty  of  inso- 
Kiice  and  disobedience  of  orders,  were  punished  in  presence  ol  the 
w  hole  ^ani;.  who  were  intormed  that  an\  real  grievance  tlie^  had  to 
complain  of  would  be  alwajs  atleiulcd  to,  but  tiiat  they  wouKl  be 
.sc\«rely  punished  whenever  their  conduct  was  i>ro\ed  to  be  refractor) 
and  disorilerly.  .\  copy  of  the  orilinance  resi)ectinij  the  clothing  and 
leeiiing  ot  .Net^roes  was  then  handed  to  Mr.  Munro,  who  was  inltu  ined 
that  |>enalties  would  be  rij^idly  enforced  if  the  enactments  were  not 
strictly  complied  with."     fpp.  (i,  7.) 

Sixteen  Ne^^roes,  of  plantation  Herstrlling,  all  unite  in  complaining 
that  the  manager 

-Turns  the  gang  out  in  the  morning  a  long  time  bel\)re  the  ^un  liies 
at  the  fort,  and  at  daN-lii^lit  all  the  gant;  are  at  their  work.  At  break- 
la.st  time,  when  the  bell  nnt(s.  before  the  Nei^roes  are  al)le  to  put  their 
victuals  on  theti  re,  the  bell  rings  a^^ain  to  turn  out;  so  that  most  of 
the  .Neijroes  go  in  the  lit  Id  again  without  breakfiLst.  He  .states,  that 
the  uianaKf"  gi^es  them  more  work  than  they  are  able  to  do  ;  and  if  the 
Work  is  n»»t  done  in  time,  the  whole  gatig  are   MoL:'.;ed.     That  their   nl- 
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lowaiire  only  consists  <><' oije  bunch  of  plantains,  and  a  little  fish  every 
ueek,  and  no  nior*'.  Ht*  states,  that  when  all  the  gan^  are  at  work, 
and  two  or  three  ot  them  have  not  finished  their  task,  for  the  sake  of 
these  two  or  three  people  the  whole  gang  are  flogged;  this  happens 
almost  every  day  in  the  week.** 

Tlie  head  driver,    being  examined,  states, 

"  That  on  Thursday  last  he  had  a  gang  of  sixteen  men  with  him, 
weeding  young  canes  in  a  field  about  500  rods  from  the  buildings. 
Tiiat  tlie  whole  gang  were  at  their  work,  and  had  got  three  beds 
weeded  before  the  sun  rose.  An  overseer,  Michael  Harrold,  came  to 
the  held  at  seven  o'clock,  reckoned  the  gang,  and  directed  the  driver 
to  see  the  work  was  properly  done.  About  an  hour  after  the  manager 
came  to  the  field,  and  ordered  the  driver  to  flog  the  whole  gang,  with 
the  exception  of  one  man,  Alexander,  as  the  work  was  not  going  on 
projierly.  ' 

"  On  inquiring  into  the  truth  of  this  statement,  in  the  presence  of  the 
attorneys  of  the  estate,  it  appeared,  that  although  the  manager's  conduct 
was.  in  some  meaanre  reprehensible,  yet  the  C()mplainants  had  greatly 
exaggerated  their  grievances.  They  were  therefore  ordered  to  return 
home,  on  the  attorneys  promising  to  go  to  the  estate  the  next  day  to  see 
that  every  real  cause  of  complaint  was  remedied  ;  and  to  warn  the 
manager,  that  if  t^ie  Negroes  had  reason  to  complain  again,  he  would  be 
immediately  discharged."  (p.  72.) 

On  the  3d  of  March,  1823,  nine  Negroes,  all  women,  belonging  to 
plantation  Port  Moraunt,  appeared  to  complain  of  the  manager,  that 
they  are  "  constantly  in  the  lield  from  morning  before  gun-fire  until 
late  in  the  evening ;  that  the  w  ork  the  manager  gives  is  too  nmch  ; 
they  are  unable  to  complete  it,  although  they  work  during  breakfast 
time. 

"  Sometimes  they  are  obliged  to  work  on  Sunday  to  finish  the  task 
given  during  the  week;  and  often  have  no  time  to  eat,  from  morning 
till  night ;  if  the  row  is  not  finished  tiiey  are  put  in  the  stocks,  and 
kept  in  until  morning,  when  they  are  released  and  sent  to  work ;  some- 
times the  w  hole  of  tlie  women  are  flogged  for  the  sake  of  two  'or  three 
not  finishing  their  task.  Last  Friday  the  driver  was  flogged  on  account 
of  his  having  allowed  the  women  to  come  to  the  house  to  get  break- 
fast, and  they  w  ere  sent  all  back  to  their  w  ork  ;  the  manager  saying 
to  them,  that  they  had  time  to  eat  at  night,  and  not  in  the  day.  On 
Saturday  last  the  manager  went  to  the  field,  and  found  that  they  had 
not  finished  their  row,  and  immediately  ordered  four  women  Xa  be 
flogged."  (pp.  78,  79.) 

"  On  investigation  of  this  complaint,"  observes  the  fiscal,  who,  be  it 
remembered,  is  himself  a  planter,  "  it  appeared,    ' 

"  That  although  the  tasks  given  to  the  Negroes  of  the  estate  were 
not  actually  more  than  they  could  do  in  a  day,  yet  that  the  manager 
was  very  severe  upon  them,  and  too  frequently  inflicted  punishment 
without  sufficient  cause:  he  was  therefore  informed  that  his  con- 
duct would  be  vigilantly  looked  after  in  future;  and  if  he  continued 
the  same  system,  the  attorney  of  the  estate  would  be  reconimended  to 
discharge  him  from  the  management."  (p.  79.) 
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Siuli  WA^i  the  reiiilt  of tliesf  ackiiowlfilijeil  atr()»iti«>. 

'I'lie  lollowitiij  Complaint,  Ironi  the  same  estate,  \s;Lsh»'aril  niiilie 
27th  .March,  lS'i3,  aiul  the  result  will  turtlier  ilhistrate  the  tourer  ol 
jtuluial  proereiliiiijs  in  the  slase  colonies. 

~  Sess  states,  That  he  is  the  driver  over  the  women,  ami  the  ma- 
nager asked  him  last  Sunday  why  he  did  not  go  to  work,  ami  lie  un- 
>wered  (hat  he  had  not  heen  onlereil  to  ilo  so,  or  he  wouhl  ha\e  i;<iiie 
to  work,  as  he  ilid  not  wish  to  ilo  any  tliin;,^  without  the  manager's, 
order  The  manager  then  otlered  to  Ihj^  him;  but  he  made  his  escape, 
and  came  to  )  our  Honour  lor  redress. 

~  T/ie  coinplaiiiaitt  in  this  iustduce  uus  punished  by  the  actinj 
fiscal  for  ha^-iny  left  the  estate  and  come  to  totm  to  complain 
trifhuut  any  cause,  and  w  hen  he  knew  he  had  been  guilty  of  disobedience 
ol  orders  and  neglect  of  duty  ;  and  the  manager  was  famed  of  the  im- 
propriety and  illegality  nfirorkiny  the  Setjrues  on  Sunday. '^  (p-79) 

The  manager  is  not  punisheil  for  so  tlagrant  a  breach  of  tiie  law,  but 
warned  of  its  impropriety  !     The  poor  Negro  is  punished! 

But  we  ha\e  done,  not  because  our  materials  are  exhausted,  but  be- 
cause we  have  already  s\\elled  this  Nundjer  of  our  work  to  an  inci>n- 
venient  size.*  Last  year  Mr.  Baring  facetiously  observed,  that  ~  what 
might  be  called  our  stock  stories"  were  worn  threadbare.  He  was  tiretl 
to  hear  of  nothing  but  Hnggins  ami  Carty.  and  Kitty  and  Thisbe  :  they 
Were  repeated  in  e\ery  speech  and  pamphlet,  till  they  were  fairly  worn 
out,  proving  also  the  absence  of  any  new  ("acts  of  the  same  kind  The 
tresh  iinjjortation,  of  which  we  have  given  a  specimen,  will  prevent,  in 
(he  next  session  of  Parliament,  the  otfence  to  good  taste  of  which  Mr. 
liaring  so  sensitively  complains.  His  coimnerce  connects  him  with 
Berbice,  the  scene  of  these  atrocities;  and  jet  Mr.  Baring,  with  all  his 
assumed  knowledge  of  the  subject,  was  as  ignorant  ot  these  transactions 
as  the  child  unborn ;  and  w  ould  have  been  perfectly  incretlulous  of 
them,  hail  they  to  come,  not  (rom  the  fiscal  of  Berbice,  himself  a  planter, 
Ijut  Irom  some  of  those  person.^  whom  he  unfairly  ami  imgenerously  re- 
presents as  tabricating  such  stories  in  order  to  curr}  favour  with  their 
emplu\ers.  He  complains  too  of  the  assiduity  w  ith  w  hii  h  petitions  are 
ti'it  up  on  this  subject.  And  does  he  su|)pose  that  such  transactions  a.s 
these,  when  they  come  to  be  known,  will  not  rouse  the  public  to  petition  ? 
The  pecjple  of  (^.reat  Britain  cannot  remain  unafTecteil  by  such  enonni- 
lirs  prrpetrateil  on  their  helpless  fellow-subjects  ;  nor  can  they  continue 
to  tolerate  those  fiscal  regulations  by  which  they  are  maile  to  pay,  in 
bounties  and  protecting  duties,  for  the  cost  of  this  bloody  and  mur- 
derous system. 

•  We  havr  eiveii  only  a  tithe  ot  tlie  atrmitien  brought  lielore  tin'  ti«oal  ot"  tin-  M11.1II 
eoloDv  i>l  Merliicf,  contiumiin  about  20,0(10  slaves  '  S\  hat  a  ina-is  ot'  t»orrors  shi-iilil  wi- 
h^vc  had  before  ii»,  lOuM  **c  ha\e  h«il  a  liniilar  return  tVoin  all  our  culonies,  luiitaiiiiiit; 
.«IIo»{t-th>r  u}>>»aiiU  of  40  linies  that  niiuiber  !  ()iil>  three,  however,  ol  tht-^c  <  olouus 
li«vr  ti%caU,  or  any  airaioj^ou*  otfiotrs,  to  record  in  an\  niaiiner,  however  inijurlcct, 
>Ui  h  traukactiuns 


Thf,andiiU  vtker  puUkutiuut  uf  tht  6<H:ir<y,  may  /><.•  Iitui  al  llitif  >>Ji<:f,  IW,  AUtttnan- 
l-urif  :  or  at  ^Icurt.  Hiiti-ltunh,  H>7 ,  /'ivuKiiWy,  and  i/i/.'s,  I'muhiil.  Tln-jf  miii  >il>ii 
lit  /irinuiril  thiuujfk  <iHif  buuksrllei ,  or  at  tht  depiti  0/  the  Aiiti-St'irti  y  >«'i*./j  Ihimi^ltuht 

Ihf     klHsUl'lll. 

W.    I'v  Irr,  I'linler,  .*,  hruli»«.iirr  .Si|u.o»-. 


